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The Everything is Fine But It’s Also April 1st Edition 
 

 

This one goes out to all the fans of The Good Place. If you haven’t seen it yet, consider it homework! 

 

So, did you ever wake up on a snow day and panic that you’d overslept for work? I had a great April 

Fool’s Day joke planned that would be an email saying something along the lines of SCHOOL 
REOPENED TODAY—WHERE ARE YOU?  
And then I realized that old, bad habit of mine where I think something is funny 

And 

No  

One 

Else  

Does.  

So we’ll make a deal: You feel like you just got the biggest prank pulled on you ever, and I won’t go and 
provoke unnecessary panic among people whose nerves are already a bit frazzled. Again. 

  



 

This one is going to be a little shorter than past newsletters. I’m going to start with an announcement that 
JETA.biz has been overhauled. There’s a public face to it and some things available to members who log 
in. I’ve put up picture albums for the first time ever in case you’re getting lonely or forgot what your 
teammates look like. (I choked up a little when I saw the one of the Corporate Challenge team with Mike 
Gallagher in it.) I hope you enjoy them and I’m always willing to put up more.   

There was an email that went out last week with new user names and passwords too. Keeping up with the 
old username style and who was working in which school didn’t seem like a lot of work when I set it up 
the first time. Now you can log in with your home email address and change your password to whatever 
you want. If you have trouble getting in, just give me a shout at dave@jeta.biz.  

I know people who aren’t on Facebook would probably rather spend the quarantine with Mark 
Zuckerberg than hear me talk about the JETA Facebook group again, but it’s been a good spot now and 
then for blowing off some steam. Additionally, Mere Mortals keyboardist Windsor Price, who has also 
built up a bit of a reputation as a high school social studies teacher over the years, is putting out a video of 
himself performing an original composition every day and would be happy to welcome new friends to his 
feed.  

The newsletter will end with some questions to our new anonymous celebrity question answerer, 
Remington. Remington is a dashing, debonair, mysterious, and wise font of knowledge, and while it’d be 
natural to read those four adjectives and assume they were all describing me, they actually aren’t. They’re 
some anonymous JETA member who will answer your questions if you write to him or her at 
remington@jeta.biz.  

Now for the middle part: The questions. We can only answer a few and that’s because we only know a 
bit. Here’s what we know:  

1. The District, the Superintendent, and the Community is really supportive of our work right now, 
and  

2. We need to keep that up. 
3. Working in online classrooms is weird and frustrating and new and challenging; 
4. We are doing the best we can with a lousy situation (as usual);  
5. We have a contract that calls for us to work 184 days, which we will do and we will be paid for.  

Here’s what we don’t know:  

6. What is the state budget/district budget/contract going to look like?  
7. What is the governor going to do about ______?  

This situation is shifting constantly. On our last day of school, two announcements came out during 
meetings with Jim caused him to change a policy right then and there. Two states that I know of have 
closed for the year. (Ohio and Virginia.) Governor Cuomo has said that he’s going to evaluate and update 
every couple of weeks.  

When we find something out, we’ll let you know.  

Flexibility and fluidity is something we deal with all the time as teachers.  

We’ve got this. Keep up the great work. Because that’s what we do. Go JETA.   



PS. We got an update from NYSUT, that somehow in spite of it saying don’t copy or forward it, was 
actually forwarded to Ben from Jim. Since the cat’s obviously out of the bag, I’m copying it and 
forwarding it to you. It explains why we’re working over The Vacation Formerly Known as Spring Break 
without really explaining why we’re doing it. State Aid is a big stick to swing at a district like ours.   
 
 
From: "Andy Pallotta, President" <alert@nysutinfo.org> 
Date: March 30, 2020 at 3:10:27 PM EDT 
To:  
Subject: NYSUT Alert - Continuity of Learning 

  

 

M E M O R A N D U M 
  
TO:              NYSUT Board of Directors 
                    NYSUT Local Presidents  
FROM:        NYSUT Officers 
DATE:         March 30, 2020 
RE:              NYSUT Alert - Continuity of Learning 
  
Dan Fuller, Deputy Secretary for Education to Governor Cuomo, has advised that 
school districts are expected to provide continuity of learning (i.e., continued 
instruction), distribution of meals and childcare each day of the closure through April 
15, 2020, including during what was previously calendared as Spring Break.  Failure 
to provide for all three will likely result in a loss of state aid. 

This information is intended solely for the use of the recipient. It should be used discreetly 
and kept internal to the organization. Please do not post it on a public-accessible website, 
forward or copy it. 

PPS. We’re coming up on election season for JETA positions. Because Mike and Pat are 
retiring, and Leo has said that he doesn’t want to be treasurer any more (and we will thank 
them again in the future) there will be some positions without incumbents this time 
around. Look for an email from Elections Commander Kiki in the next couple of weeks 
while you psych yourself up for a election battle that will make November 2020 look like a 
day in quarantine!  



Dear Remington, 
As you well know, we are forced to teach remotely due to COVID-19. My subject matter doesn't really 
lend itself well to online instruction. What are some tools that I can use to adapt my curriculum for 
distance learning? 
 
Sincerely, 
I need a pencil 
 
Dear Pencil, 
Many teachers are experiencing what you are. My first suggestion would be to not adapt everything you 
do for online instruction. It's not feasible to do everything we do remotely, and our administrators and 
parents I'm sure will be understanding of that. However, there are some tools you might try to adapt 
some of your pencil-and-paper work. 
 
We all know about Google Classroom. Short-answer questions, constructed response questions, essays, 
etc. can all be done through Google Docs submitted through Google Classroom. Say you teach something 
that requires some rough work or solving that doesn't lend itself to the computer. Smart devices have 
scanner apps that allow students to scan documents directly to PDFs which can then be shared to email 
or Classroom. Tiny Scanner and Genius Scan are two such apps that may be easily accessible for most of 
your students. That way they can handwrite their work, scan it, and upload it easily! 
 
If you aren't aware of it, I am also a large fan of Flipgrid. While not useful for every kind of assignment, 
it's a great platform for responding to discussion questions, including the ability for students to respond 
to each other. You can use it for modeling PE exercises, art techniques, musical performances, and for 
engaging in high-level discourse in just about any subject. Whether or not it ultimately works for you, I 
encourage every teacher to check it out and consider its possibilities! 
 
Lastly, check in with your fellow teachers, especially within your subject area, and see what they are 
using. We are a team, and JETA is stronger when we work in solidarity with one another. Hopefully this 
helps! 
 
Sincerely, 
Remington 
  



Dear Remington, 
I've managed to adapt most of my curriculum for distance learning. I've uploaded most of my 
materials for the kids and have tried giving them lots to do while they're at home. The results I've 
received are mixed. How much work is too much? 
 
Sincerely, 
Feeling Gung-ho 
 
Dear Gung-ho, 
 
Mazel tov for adapting so well to the Internet! Certainly, our kids have expressed some degree of 
boredom, others expressing disappointment. They miss their friends, they miss their sports, they miss 
their clubs, they miss music ensembles. They also have fewer opportunities to see their friends and do 
things. Surely, they have all this time and interest for stuff, so we should throw everything at them, right? 
 
Well, I'm not so sure. Everyone is responding to their socially distant situation differently, but the general 
consensus is that it sucks. Especially in our community, it's going to suck for some worse than for others. 
Some kids will be charged with caring for younger siblings, some will be dealing with having less access 
to teachers who can help them with difficult subject matter, and others yet will have to deal with 
learning in what might be a rough home situation. While this doesn't describe everyone, even our most 
well-adjusted kids will be struggling with this new situation. We as teachers are also adjusting to this 
situation and need to consider how much we can feasibly handle. As such, we must consider this when 
assigning work. 
 
I advise examining what assignments you have made available and seeing what you can cut down on. 
Surely, we needn't keep it entirely lenient. After all, state testing is canceled, but Regents exams are, as 
far as we know, still on. However, it might be worth reducing the amount for now, or at the very least, 
staggering what you provide and assign over the next few weeks. Think of it like "flattening the curve!" 
 
Sincerely, 
Remington 
 
 

Dear Remington,  
I am entirely lenient, and don’t call me Shirley.  
 
Sincerely,  
Everyone saw this coming from a mile away like an airplane.   



Dear Remington, 
Teaching from home has left me with more time than I thought, and I'm going a little crazy here. I 
really miss being at school with the kids. What do I do with myself?? 
 
Sincerely, 
Feeling (Cabin) Feverish 
 
Dear Cabin Fever, 
 
I'm sure you are not alone in feeling this way. Some teachers are hosting Zoom classes regularly, others 
maybe once per week, and others simply posting on Google Classroom and leaving the children to do 
their thing. No matter your style or approach, we probably all have more flexibility in our days. 
 
My answer is that there is no one answer for this. It involves knowing yourself and what you need to stay 
sane in these troubling times. I've noticed a dichotomy among social media personalities: one camp 
argues for taking the Shakespeare approach and crafting your own personal King Lear-sized project, 
while others are saying not to feel pressured to be "productive" just because you're stuck at home. Who's 
right? Both, depending on who you are. Maybe you need a hobby to keep you occupied, maybe you just 
need extra recharge time to help manage your mental state. Maybe it varies from day to day. 
 
Some people have been taking walks daily, others have been reading, some are streaming themselves 
participating in activities from performing music to building things. Others feel the need to just take 
some quiet, alone time. For me, some days feel better than others, and for seemingly no rhyme or reason 
other than life is weird right now. I refer you again to my response to Gung-ho's query about the amount 
of work we give our kids right now. They're adjusting to life right now, and so are we. Our normal 
capacity for work and stress might not be our current capacity, and know that that's okay and plan your 
days accordingly. 
 
Lastly, try to stay in touch with people. Call or video chat loved ones. Just last weekend I sat down to a 
"family dinner" over Zoom, and it was surprisingly effective for fulfilling that need to connect with 
people. If you need to talk, I'm sure your fellow JETA members will happily have a phone call or Facetime 
conversation with you. Chances are they may need it too. 
 
Sincerely, 
Remington 
 
 
Send your questions, fan mail, giant piles of cash (non-sequential serial numbers only) and restraining 
orders to Remington@jeta.biz. 
 
 
Don’t forget, the sponsor on the following page helps us to pay for things like, well, whatever we’re 
spending money on nowadays, so please, check it out!  
  



 

 


