
JETA dot BIZNESS November-December 2021 

The Can’t 2021 Just Get Over With Already Edition 

I should start by apologizing. This should be the holiday edition of JETA news, but I tend to be pretty 
grinchy at this time of year—and many people who know me well are saying that I’m lying when I say “at 
this time of the year.” Remember last year when we thought the plague would be over soon? Good 

times. So Ho Ho Ho and all that. 

As we’ve previously mentioned, the contract for 2021-2024 is done and signed. People who 
requested hard copies should be getting them through our super-efficient distribution system soon. (By 
super-efficient, I mean harried teachers with enough other stuff to do, so thank you, building reps.) Stuff 
one in your Christmas stocking. It makes a great gift.  

One of the nicest things about this contract is that as of next year, school nurses will be paid at the same 
rate as teachers. This is the culmination of six years of negotiating work to get nurses more equitable 
pay, and we couldn’t be happier. Please hug your school’s nurse from a nice, safe, non-contacting sort of 
distance today.  

Starting in January, we’re going to go back to the district with some lingering issues that we didn’t get to 
finish last time. We’re looking at ways to get two courses covered for tuition reimbursements and doing 
something to improve pay for our coaches, who have been neglected for years as we’ve pursued higher 
salaries for teachers. Please bring any issues to your school’s negotiating team member (Ben, Drew & 
Ryan, Jen & Natalie) that are district-wide (which is to say ones that can’t be addressed at the school 
level) so that we can have a strategy prepared before the meeting.  

 

Shirt orders have been placed. I have no idea when they’re coming in. Thanks for your patience. 
We love our JETA swag, but it’s a bit chaotic every year. Anyone want a JETAjob as swag coordinator? 
They pay is terrible and the working conditions are lousy, but it’s also stressful, so it’s actually no worse 
than your sixth period class.  

This year, we asked for a new slogan that would best symbolize our reaction to the pandemic, and about 
twenty people made suggestions. We’d like to once again thank our winner, high school art teacher 

Katie DeLorenzo, for her slogan and design CHALLENGE ACCEPTED.  

 



From the department of things that probably don’t matter very much and don’t seem to be a crisis but 
might freak you out anyway, Amy Lewis asked me to remind you that the district doesn’t have an 

interface between the SUBZZZZZZZZZ app and payroll yet, so your sick time doesn’t get deducted 
on your paychecks, so your paychecks will look like you’ve got more sick time than you actually have. 
Instead, pay attention to the number that’s in SUBZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ and please understand that they 
are working on it and thank you for your flexibility.  

 

Speaking of flexibility, we’ve been showing so much of it this year that maybe we will finally be able to 

stick the landing on a triple axel. So that everyone can support and totally not laugh at 
you, please post videos to the JETA Facebook page.   

 

Our new insurance chair Meg Fedigan reminded me of something on everyone’s favorite subject, 
vaccines. She fell for the same thing I did last year while at a doctor’s visit: “Do you want a flu shot?” 

After I got the bill, I remembered that our insurance doesn’t cover vaccines and learned that my doctor 

has a separate charge for actually giving the vaccine. I should have gone to Wegmans and saved a 
few bucks. Whether you decide go the convenient route or the cheap way, please get as many 
vaccines as you possibly can. We care about your health and well-being and will leave it at that.  

 

Our new treasurer Emma Hood has proposed some changes to the bylaws that will allow for 
greater fiscal transparency. We’re taking the time to look at all of them since they were last changed in 
2006, which was about four superintendents ago and things have gotten a little dusty. This will require a 
vote of the entire membership, so we’ll be sending it out for your review in springtime for a June vote 
along with elections.  

One of the things that we discovered on re-reading them was that all the committees require 

members from all the schools. We’ve tried this with the APPR, health and safety, and 
insurance committees—Jaime Glantz, Katie “Sunny” Knowlton, and Donna Bennett are working on 
slicing and dicing the APPR as we speak—our school nurses took on an additional duty for watching over 
our safety with nary a complaint, which seems to be a trend with them—and Meg Fedigan, Jen Martin, 
Mary Maestri, and Mo Fox seem to be holding down insurance without a complaint—but if you work in 
JEDIS or the High School and want to join Chris DiBerardino & Jen Mauro on Social Chaoscommittee, or 
if you’re at the elementary schools and want to join Amy G & Dan Avery on the Political Action 
Committee, feel free to step up! I realize the chances of finding someone this way are infinitesimally 
small, but there’s always hope, just like I hope someone one day will decide that they can write a JETA 
newsletter so that I can meet my life’s dream of being an unemployed newsletter editor. I will 
immediately go and buy myself a barrel and suspenders if only someone would make my dreams come 
true.  

 



Last month’s request for someone to help people get out of their student loans fell with a thud. It 
doesn’t look likely that the current administration is going to take direct action against student loans, so 
you may have to take a more individual approach. One third of our annual dues goes to the national 
union, the American Federation of Teachers. Their SUMMER program for student loan relief looks like it 
can make that money well spent. Please check it out and tell us your success stories!  

 

I have a couple of updates to report on the Baby Front. While I wanted to have a Cute Baby Off, I wasn’t 
sure what that actually was, so instead I just want to let their proud moms say Kayla and Jessica say that 

 

Kendall Crowley (6 months old) has learned the art of "crawling" backwards, on her back, by 
using her legs to push her hips in the air and scooch back. You can imagine how difficult nap time has 
become when she does not want to sleep😂 

 

My family feels so blessed this Christmas, and a lot of that has to do with the support we’ve received 
from the JEMS staff and the Jordan-Elbridge school community as a whole. The MS gave us such an 
incredibly generous gift to help with medical and travel expenses for the care of our beautiful daughter, 

Ellie. The prayers and positive vibes have also made such a lasting impact on our lives. I also feel so 
lucky to have colleagues who have picked up my slack in myriad ways on days I wasn’t physically present 
at school. I just want everyone to know that I will forever be grateful! Sitting in the hospital day after 
day watching oxygen level monitors this summer, I kept thinking about Christmas-- having the tree lit up 
and playing on the floor with my daughter, and now IT’S HERE. I could not ask for a better gift. I wish for 
you all to feel as much hope and promise as we do this holiday season! XOXO Jess Killian 

 

 

I wish I had made you all 

your favorite Christmas cookies, 

But instead 

I just took a nap.  

I hope you understand--  

--I know you understand.  

 

Have a wonderful, restful joyful Christmas Break 
and Happy New Year.  



 


